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Chance is an original composi�on based off only a couple of melodic ideas. 

Those ideas are expanded stylis�cally, texturally and rhythmically. This piece 

introduces the aleatoric techniques to young students. The instrument rang-

es and rhythms are s�ll easily in a 2nd-year player ability allowing them to 

sound like a much older group. 

 

Different instruments have the aleatoric notes - ex. clarinets in measure 2. They should feel free to use 

any of the listed notes and play randomly and quickly. They should never match the tempo or the notes 

of their neighbor.  

 

There are lots of dissonances here that will need to be tuned. Under no circumstances should the kids 

feel they can just play a "wrong" note. 

 

I usually write a lot of percussion parts and this piece needs about 8 players. Typically, I write the pieces 

where you could s�ll perform it with a small group, but this piece is reliant on the �mbres and drive of all 

the instruments. You might be able to reduce the mallets but do not take out the primary color. 

 

The snare part at ms. 32 is exactly the same sounding pa*ern as ms. 34. 

The tempo doubles at the Presto.  

 

The �mpani part can be demanding in the damping techniques but there are NO pitch changes. The 

damping is extremely important. The 8th note pa*erns should be very ar�culate. The use of staccato 

mallets (maybe even wood) and a*en�on to mu�ng will bring this part out without being boomy. You 

might even place small pieces of felt on the drums in these sec�ons. Ms. 18 has a cool effect they may 

not be familiar with. Find the largest cymbal and place it upside down on the largest drum. While rolling 

the outside of they cymbal, move the pedal up and down. (OK, it does have pitch changes!) The pedal 

should move randomly NOT up and down in tempo. 

 

The Horn sec�on at ms. 18 has an effect that will require work. It's totally dissonant and more like a 

warm synth pad. While Horn 1 crescendos, Horn 2 decrescendos, and vice versa. 

 

I hope your kids enjoy performing and learning from this piece. I would love to hear any comments at 

Kylemacmusic@gmail.com 

THX! 

Kyle 
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