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"Tensions Are Rising" is an engaging and dynamic piece of music de-

signed for a Grade 4 concert band. Set in F minor, this composi on 

takes listeners on a cap va ng journey through a range of emo ons. 

Beginning with an Adagio introduc on, It sets a somber and introspec-

ve tone. The band explores the depth of improvisa on and should 

emulate improvised playing. Upper WW does have improvisa on in 

measure 6 using the designated pitches. But the intensity, rhythm and 

order are le  to the individual players allowing for expressive and 

emo onal playing. This sec on allows for rich harmonic development 

and melodic explora on, building an cipa on for what's to come. 

As the Allegro sec on unfolds, the tempo quickens, and the piece transi ons into a more lively and spirited at-

mosphere. The strong rhythms and crashing harmoniza on come to the forefront, crea ng a sense of urgency 

and excitement. The full band instrumenta on is u lized to its fullest extent, with each sec on of the ensemble 

contribu ng to the overall intensity of the music. 

With its drama c contrasts and powerful harmonies, "Tensions Are Rising" is sure to be a standout addi on to 

any Grade 4 concert band's repertoire. It offers both performers and audiences an opportunity to experience a 

range of emo ons and musical expressions within a single composi on. 

I hope you and your students enjoy TENSIONS ARE RISING and I would appreciate any comments to 

kylemacmusic@gmail.com  

Tensions Are Rising 

 INSTRUMENTATION 

 

 Flutes (2) Trumpets (3) Bells 

 Oboes (2) Horns (4) Xylophone 

 Bassoons (2) Trombones (2) Vibes 

 Clarinets (3) Bass Trombone (opt.) Timpani 

 Bass Clarinet Euphonium Snare Drum 

 Alto Sax (2) Tuba Bass Drum 

 Tenor Sax  Triangle/Tambourine/Sus Cym/China Cym 

 Bari Sax  Gong/2 Toms/Brake Drum 
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